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DNA Made S imple

TThhee PPaallmm BBaayy PPoolliiccee DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt aanndd
DDNNAA::SSIITTMM LLAABBSS have put essential DNA
investigation tools squarely in the hands of
police for routine investigation of property
crimes, assaults, and other common crimes.

The LODIS initiative, a co-development project
between the public and private sectors, has
created a system that enables police to learn
best practices of evidence collection and
quickly receive DNA leads in days instead of
months.  This indispensable tool is changing
the approach to fighting high-volume property
crimes. 

DNA evidence gives police added weapons to
clear or solve more cases, and close them
faster. Using LODIS, local agencies choose
which evidence they submit for entry into their
own DNA Identity Repository.  Officers are
notified automatically when new results are
available.

LLOODDIISSTTMM expands the use of DNA beyond
violent crimes, by creating a DNA Identity
Repository of local offenders and crime scene
evidence. LODIS helps local agencies generate
more leads for crimes which are locally
committed and locally important. 

BBeenneeffiittss ooff LLOODDIISSTTMM

FFAASSTT
• Automatically receive near real-time

delivery of DNA results

LLOOCCAALLLLYY--DDRRIIVVEENN
• Prioritize offenses and offenders based

on the agency’s local concerns

SSIIMMPPLLEE
• Routinely use DNA Leads while

investigating common crimes
• Automatically connect with other

officers when DNA Hits link different
investigations

IIMMPPAACCTT TTHHEE CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY
• Identify twice as many suspects and

arrest twice as many offenders
• Tie habitual offenders to multiple crimes 
• Reduce stolen property offenses

Chief Berger has extensive law enforcement experience,
including 15 years as the City of North Miami Beach
Police Chief. 

He has been past President of the International Association
of Chiefs of Police (IACP), is a recognized Federal and State
Court Expert in the area of police practices, and is a Certified
Mediator for the Florida Supreme Court. 

Chief Berger holds a Juris Doctorate, a Masters Degree in
Public Administration, and is a graduate of Harvard
University/J.F.K. School of Government Program for
Senior Executives in Government.  

He has been honored on 3 occasions as Florida Police Chief of the Year and has received the
President's Award for Top Administrator for Crime Prevention in the State of Florida by the
Florida Crime Prevention Association.  Chief Berger was also awarded the prestigious
designated Columbus Scholar for work in developing the Safe Program to assist everyday
citizens in preparing themselves against terrorism.

“LODIS gives us the ability to solve more crimes that are affecting more people. The results we
are now seeing promise to make a huge impact on the safety of our community.”

— Palm Bay Police Chief Bill Berger

Chief William Berger



TThhee DDNNAA FFiieelldd EExxppeerriimmeenntt

A 2008 field study* on the cost-effectiveness
of using DNA in high-volume crime situations
found DNA evidence processed for property
crimes resulted in more than twice as many
suspects identified, twice as many suspects
arrested, and more than twice as many cases
accepted for prosecution, compared with
traditional investigations. 

The study also found that DNA is at least
five times as likely to result in a suspect
identification compared with fingerprints.
Suspects identified by DNA had at least twice
as many prior felony arrests and convictions as
those identified by traditional investigations.

Field study investigators concluded the
infrastructure for expanding DNA investigative
leads into mainstream policing is currently not
in place. LODIS was designed by veteran law
enforcement investigators as an approach to
mainstreaming DNA investigations in order to
solve more crimes quickly.

*The DNA Field Experiment: Cost-Effectiveness Analysis of the Use of DNA in
the Investigation of High-Volume Crimes. April 2008.
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LODIS is not constrained by the capacity
restrictions placed on government labs. LODIS
accepts any legally collected DNA evidence
police choose to submit for entry into their
own local agency DNA Identity Repository.
This may include contact or touch DNA,
powerful forensic evidence.  Police can submit
one item or a whole case. It’s up to the officer
to decide which cases are priorities and which
evidence to submit.

Officers simply submit the samples. A
small-to-medium sized police department can
easily submit 500 samples for DNA processing
each month. The DNA Hits and results are
returned in days, not months. Accessing the
information is as easy as opening an email. 

Studies show DNA evidence helps police close
or clear cases. It’s easy, fast, and costs a
fraction of what a private or government lab
charges to process samples.

DDiissccoovveerr hhooww LLOODDIISS ccaann hheellpp yyoouurr aaggeennccyy

LLOODDIISSTTMM wwoorrkkss iinn tthhrreeee ssiimmppllee sstteeppss

11.. CCOOLLLLEECCTT
PPaattrrooll--BBaasseedd: Specialized evidence collection
kits for patrol or CSI make it easy to submit items
from known persons or from crime scene evidence
for entry into the agency’s DNA Repository.
Training for collection of contact DNA from
property crimes is provided.

22.. SSUUBBMMIITT
SSiimmppllee aanndd FFlleexxiibbllee: Agencies may submit items for
locally important offenses or offenders. Batch
shipments allow fast collation of hundreds of
samples from individual officers.

33.. IINNVVEESSTTIIGGAATTEE
AAuuttoommaatteedd aanndd FFaasstt: Auto alerts notify all
officers within days when the agency’s DNA
Repository identifies new QQuuiicckk--RReessuullttss..

LLOODDIISSTTMM SSooffttwwaarree,, ttooggeetthheerr wwiitthh tthhee
aaggeennccyy’’ss oowwnn DDNNAA RReeppoossiittoorryy,, pprroovviiddeess

QQuuiicckk--RReessuullttss provides easy review of individual
DNA leads and Hits after searching the
agency’s own DNA Identity Repository. Results
are delivered in near real-time.

MMiinnii--RReeppoorrttss are automatically assembled from
all case-relevant leads and Hits for a given
investigation by accessing the agency’s DNA
Repository.  A court-ready Forensic Case Report
may be requested, if necessary.

IInnssttaanntt--QQuueerriieess automatically displays all leads
and DNA Hits from the agency’s DNA repository
for all personnel involved with a specific
investigation; including patrol, CSI, and
detectives.
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